Contents

Chapter 1 - Jazz Guitar Chords.......ccccuviiiiiiniinnnnrnceenneeeneneeeeeeeeeeeseesssessisneseesenes 8
17 Essential Jazz Guitar Chords FOr Beginners......cccovvvveervieeniiennienieenieeniens 9
How to Transpose GUItar ChOrdS .......cueeieiienieeniececceesre e 13
Your First Jazz Chord ProgreSSioN.......oueeeevieenieenienieesieenreesiee e sve e 15
Essential Jazz Comping RNYthMS....c.c.ooiiiiiiiiiiceceeee e 18
Autumn Leaves COMPING STUAY c...eevveiriiiienieenieereesiee et sie e 24

Chapter 2 - Playing Jazz Standards........cccccoviiiiiiirrnrnrcrcccccnneeenssssesseasaceesesssssees 29
10 Beginner Jazz Standards .......coeeveenieinieeieeieeiesie et s 29
AULUMN Leaves MelOdY .....ccciiiiiiiiiiiieciecsiecee sttt 40
Autumn Leaves Chord Melody .......ooeeierieiiiiniiiiccecsieceeee e 43

Chapter 3 - Jazz GuUItar ArpeggiosS.....cccceeririrrriissrrsssrsrssnesssssssssssssssssssassssssssssees 48
Arpeggios, What Are They and How Do They WOrk?.......c.ccceceeevienecneennene 48
L ALCR Y g LeT g g o= =4 ={ T TSP 51
The DOmMiINANt ArPEEEIO ....ccvueirieeiieriterteeiee ettt sreesbeesbeesiaessbeesanes 56

The MajOr ArPEEEIO ..cccuiiiieesieciie ettt sae e e sre s ae e sbeesbeesraeesaaesbaesnns 57



Combining The 3 BasiC Arpeggio SNAPES.......cucvevvieirieriieeniieenreeseesieesveenneens 60
ArPEEEIO CNAITS..cuiiiiiiieiieitee ettt sttt ettt e b et et saaesase e 64
Arpeggios of the C Major SCale......cviiiiiiinieeeecece e 71
SPICiNg [t UpP - APProach NOLES......cocueeiirierientestesteseeseeee et 74
SPICING It UP: ENCIOSUIES ..veiiiieieesieetecte sttt sttt sineen 76
Autumn Leaves Arpeggio STUAY .....oocvevierieniinieeieeeeieeie et 78
Chapter 4 - Jazz Guitar SCales .......ccccovviriiiiiiiiiiiiinnrnriscrcennennesessssssssessaseeseesssnnns 83
The Major BIUES SCAI@ ..couiiiiiiieieeieeeeeeeeese ettt s 83
The Natural Minor SCale ..ot 85
Harmonic MiNOK SCAl@ ..ottt 87
MelodiC MINOK SCal@...c..coiiiiiiiieie e 89
AUtUMN Leaves SCale SO0 ..ottt 92
Chapter 5 - Jazz GUItar LiCKS .....cccccciiriiinininiiiiiiniisnsnnsscsnnenenenessssssessssssessesssnnens 96
10 ClasSiC BEDOP LICKS ...cuiiriiiiiieieeieeeeeeeee sttt 97
JAZZ BIUBS LICKS vttt e e e aaaaaees 109
Charlie Christian LICKS ....coceviieienieniesteeeeeeeeee e 115

JOB PASS LICKS ittt 123



KeNNY BUFTEII LICKS...ciiiiiiieiiieeieerieete ettt st sane e 131
Pat Metheny LICKS c..veoiiiie ettt 137
Wes MONTZOMEIY LICKS ..veiiiiiiiiiiiiieceteesre ettt 143
LY T T <R 144
IMINOT LICK ettt s 148
DOMINANT LICK c.vtitiiiiiieeieeerteesee ettt 149
OCLAVE LICKS ettt s 150
CROMA LICKS etiteeieeieeteeteete ettt sttt saa e sane i 151
Wes Style BlUES SOI0 ..coviiiiiiieciecieetectcce et 153
Chapter 6 - Jazz BIUES ...........uuueeeeiiiiiiiiinnnnetiiiccnisnnnneettiessssssssssssssessssssssssnnes 157
Blues Chord Progressions & VariationsS........ccceevvevnieiieeniieenieeneeseesiveesneens 158
BASIC BIUES .ottt st 159
1930'S BIUES CRANEES .neviieiceeeectectee e 162
COUNt BASI@ BIUES .cueiiiiieeteetetetetetee et 164
BEDOP BIUES ...ttt s 167
Tritone SUDbSHITULION BIUES......covuivieiieriieiecicctetet e 169

BT BlIUEBS ettt et e e ettt ettt eeeeaeseeeeeeeeeeessssssnnnans 172



Jazz Blues Guitar Chords: Comping Exercise for a Bluesin G ........cccecueuee. 175
Wes Montgomery BIUES SOI0......cccvriiriiriiniiricrieteeeeeeeee e 179
Kenny Burrell Minor BIUES SOI0.......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiieiicceccrecceee e 185
JOB PASS BIUBS ..ttt et ettt e et e e eearaee s 188
Appendix - The Roman Numeral System ..........ceeeeeeereieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnenenns 192
FUrther RESOUICES .......ccoovrueeeeiiiiiiiiiinnneeetiisissssssnnsessissssssssssssssssssssssssssssassens 194
L (=3 LCTO I e T V1 o o RSP 194
THE JGO BlOG.cceiiiieiieieeieeeeeete ettt st st sttt e be e 195

The JGO EBOOK STOME ..ttt eabbaa e e e e 196



17 Essential Jazz Guitar Chords For Beginners

The 17 chord shapes shown on the following pages are essential
knowledge for every beginning jazz guitarist to get started. The chords
you'll learn here are maj7, dominant 7, minor 7, half diminished 7 and
diminished 7.

A red dot @ represents the root (aka 1 or bass note) of the chord. The root is
the note that gives the chord the first part of its name (C or A for example). On
this chart, all bass notes are C. By moving the chord shapes up or down the
guitar neck you get other chords of the same type (you'll learn how a bit further,
in the chapter about transposing chords).

The numbers (@@ @ ) inside the note markers are chord tones. These chord
tones give the chord the second part of its name (maj7 or min7 for example). If
this is new to you, you should make it easier on yourself and learn basic chord
theory.

Notice how each chord only changes one note to the next. This can help you
memorize the chords, and relate them to one another. For example: Maj7
and 7th only have one note difference, as well as 7th and m7:

Ccmaj7 c7 cmy
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